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1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 6 
should be in single sentence format. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1 , line 5 and claim 2, line 3 "braking signal" has no antecedent basis. 

In claim 3, line 3 "the braking signal " has no antecedent basis, on line 4 it 
is unclear how a "pedal and road are separated", on line 5 "accelerator rod's 
contact" and "the sensor" have no antecedent basis; and on line 6 "the other 
side" and "the accelerator" have no antecedent basis. 

In claim 4, line 3 "the braking signal", line 4 "the object", and line 5 "the 
sensor" all have no antecedent basis. 

In claim 5, lines 2-3 "the simultaneous operation" and line 3 "the braking 
signal transmission" all have no antecedent basis. 

In claim 6, line 3 "the braking signal" has no antecedent basis; on line 4 
"exerting pressure on the feet" is unclear as to where foot pressure is applied; 
and on line 5 "stopping the brake by perceiving the feet" is unclear. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the 
United States. 
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a. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Colemere, Jr. 

Colemere discloses a vehicle control device comprising perception means 
(Fig. 3) for locating position of driver's feet and accelerator pedal (col. 16, 
lines 40-45), signal transmission of control signal (col.9, lines 20-30) and 
braking means for providing automatic braking (col. 13, lines 15-20). 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

b. Claims 2,3 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Colemere, Jr. 

Regarding claims 2 and 6, providing cessation of braking signal upon 
pressure sensed on accelerator, or braking signal when pressure was 
applied to a brake pedal are typical functions of an early braking indication 
system, and use with an automatic braking system as disclosed by 
Colemere would have been obvious in order to allow return to normal 
operation once a pending braking condition was no longer evident. 

Regarding claim 3, Colemere teaches sensor or accelerator pedal 
(col. 16, line 43, col.3). 

5. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Colemere, Jr. in view of Shaw et al. 
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Shaw discloses desirability of providing automatic braking based on detection of 
obstacles around a vehicle (abstract). 

It would have been obvious to use an obstacle detection system as 
suggested by Shaw in conjunction with an automatic braking system as disclosed 
by Colemere, in order that braking adjustments could have been made to the 
system to account for close-by obstacles, thus allowing quick braking, while 
minimizing nuisance warnings. 

6. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Colemere, Jr. in view of Tuday. 

Tuday teaches the desirability of providing engine braking when foot is lifted off 
of an accelerator, the same condition which results in automatic braking by 
Colemere. 

Choosing to use engine braking in conjunction with automatic braking as 
taught by Colemere would have been obvious in order to allow more rapid 
braking to take place, which would have permitted quick stopping in an 
emergency. 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Engelman et al. and Marks disclose vehicle braking systems. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Brent A Swarthout whose telephone number is 571- 
272-2979. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 6:30 to 4:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeff Hofsass, can be reached on 571 -272-2981 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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